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WELCOME
Dear Student Advocates for Speech leaders,
Welcome to the National Coalition Against Censorship’s Student Advocates
for Speech!
We share a common vision to help students learn how to defend their rights to
free expression. As the club leader, you will inspire your school club to serve
as free speech defenders, spread awareness of the threats to high school
students’ expression and mobilize your student community to get involved.
Along the way, NCAC will help build your leadership skills with advocacy
training and guided local activism to defend challenged books and protect
student free press freedom. We will also help amplify your voice with writing,
publishing and speaking opportunities.
I look forward to taking this journey together and building a movement to
bring the next generation of free expression leaders together to stand up for
students and their speech across the nation.
Sincerely,
Christine Emeran, PhD
Youth Free Expression Program Director
National Coalition Against Censorship
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MEET NCAC

NCAC envisions an American society that understands, values, defends, and
vigorously exercises free expression in a just, egalitarian, diverse, and inclusive
democracy. Our long-running Youth Free Expression Program, and its Kids’ Right to
Read Project, intervene directly in K-12 school censorship issues, including books,
student art, student journalism, youth protest and more. YFEP empowers young
people to assert and defend their right to free expression. Students must be allowed
to create and explore ideas to become thoughtful and informed adult citizens ready
to defend democracy. NCAC has advocated for students’ rights to inquire, think and
speak freely for nearly 50 years.
Why does student expression matter?
Young people have the right to express themselves freely like any other citizen.
It encourages and inspires creative thinking and critical inquiry.
It promotes access to information and the free exchange of ideas.
This is how young people learn about core American values such as fairness, equality,
justice, respect for others, and the right to dissent.
Young people become the educated, informed, and engaged citizens essential to our
democracy.
It is a fundamental human right.
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STUDENT ADVOCATES
FOR SPEECH
Mission: To empower the next generation of leaders to advocate for freedom of expression
as both a fundamental human right and a keystone of democracy, to fight for their own free
speech rights, as well as the rights of those they disagree with, and to promote the essential
principles of free expression.
Student Advocates for Speech leaders will create and lead free speech clubs in their high
schools.

SAS will:
Educate students about
the role of free speech in
democratic civic life and
in the work of creating a
better society
Enable students to
actively advocate for
speech, including the
speech of those with
whom they disagree
Amplify young voices
supporting free access to
ideas and information

As a student, you
offer unique and
valuable
perspectives on
today’s current
issues. You represent
the voice of young
people and the voice
of our shared future.

What does a free
speech club do?
Advocacy letter writing
to fight school book
bans and support
student protest rights
Facilitated discussions
on free speech issues
Writing projects
including op-eds, blogs
and student newspaper
articles
Mobilize national social
media campaigns and
organize events for
Banned Books Week
and Student Press
Freedom Day
Represent NCAC at
national conferences

Student Advocates
for Speech clubs will
meet monthly to
discuss and promote
the essential
principles of free
expression and
contemporary issues
affecting high school
4
students.

STARTING AN SAS CLUB
Choose an Advisor
Finding an advisor to sponsor Student Advocates for Speech at your school is an
essential part of starting the club.
A club advisor will provide both you and the club with support, guidance, and
accountability. They should help you interact with your school’s administration,
understand and clarify school policies, and be able to provide appropriate
supervision. Ideally, your advisor is passionate and knowledgeable about our First
Amendment rights, student free expression and access to information. They are
excited about NCAC and SAS’s mission and want to be involved. A strong advisor will
help build enthusiasm and motivation within the club. Your advisor will foster skills
such as leadership, organization, professionalism, self-discipline, and teamwork.
Really think about teachers and faculty members who you know value democracy,
support student advocacy and activism and are civic-minded.
When asking your potential advisor to sponsor SAS, be prepared to discuss:
What SAS is about - mission, purpose, goals
What SAS members will do, including develop a mission statement tailored to fit
your school and community
The level of support
Feel free to share this handbook!
Reinforce that they are a valuable member of the club.
If a teacher says “no”, it's okay. Remember they also have lives outside of school.
Ask them if they can suggest another teacher to sponsor the club.
Thank them for their time!

Register SAS at Your School
Every school has different guidelines and policies when it comes to forming a new student
club. You should familiarize yourself with the guidelines in your student handbook. This is a
great time to work with your Advisor, as they can help you navigate the process and
paperwork to officially recognize your school club.
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STARTING AN SAS CLUB
Recruit Members
Once Student Advocates for Speech is officially recognized as a club at your school,
it’s time to start recruiting members!
It’s important for the group to have a broad, diverse membership and for that
membership to reflect a variety of thoughts, beliefs, values, and perspectives. This is
crucial to the club’s mission and it means you are going to have to reach out to
students who differ from you and from one another. You might have to stretch
yourself beyond your comfort zone. Think creatively to recruit SAS members from
across the student body.
SAS club membership is only open to students at your school. Think about the
make-up of the student body; consider what connects and what divides students.
Recruit individuals who are connectors - the students who can build bridges across
the divides. Consider individuals who are interested in social justice, anti-censorship,
free speech, journalism, politics, debate, and/or activism of any sort. It’s important
to consider peers who have different interests than you and those who might
disagree with your values and beliefs. Recruit connectors from there. Remember
there’s value in having different perspectives. Don’t forget to reinforce this point to
fellow students as you encourage them to join.

More suggestions for recruiting club members
Ask your school administration if you can share about SAS in the morning
announcements.
Work with the student press to have a press release printed in their paper and/or
posted on their website.
Ask teachers and coaches, especially those who teach related courses, if you
could have a few minutes at the beginning or end of class to promote the club.
Talk with teachers about the possibility of giving students extra credit for active
participation.
Network with leaders of other clubs and organizations at your school.
Create and hang posters and flyers around the school.
Utilize social media (be sure to adhere to your school’s policy).
Promote reasons to join–what made you want to join?
Finally, make potential SAS members feel welcomed, wanted, and needed.
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RUNNING AN SAS CLUB
Create a Leadership Structure
Democratic principles and ideals guide the mission of SAS. In line with the mission and
values of SAS, club officers will be democratically elected on an annual basis to ensure club
sustainability. Elections for club officers will take place early every school year so it is
important to identify the leadership structure ahead of time.
Leaders:
Each SAS club should have a President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and
Communications Chair. As the club grows and changes, new roles may be created to meet
the unique needs of your school’s club. The roles, responsibilities, and expectations should
be clearly defined and documented.
Schedule and Plan Your First Meeting
Now it’s time to schedule and plan for your first Student Advocates for Speech meeting!
After you choose a date, time, and location, start promoting. You can use most of the tools
and tactics for recruiting members to promote your first meeting. This initial meeting gives
you the opportunity to talk to as many people as possible about SAS, free expression, and
why it is so important. It’s an opportunity to motivate and encourage other students to get
involved and let their voices be heard instead of censored.
One of the most important parts of SAS meetings, aside from productivity, is member
participation. Ensure enough time is set aside in the agenda for members to be active,
involved, and heard. Building a sense of community in your club will increase motivation,
dedication, and productivity. A sample agenda for your first meeting is below.

SAMPLE
MEETING
AGENDA

Welcome to Student Advocates for Speech
Start with something to engage members (a video of
students speaking out, an inspirational incident, a
controversial debate, etc.)
Introductions: Make it relaxed and start with yourself
Name and random fact about yourself and/or
something you are looking forward to, why they came
to this meeting
Explain SAS
Mission statement
Why it is important?
What the club will do:
Overall goals
Structure of monthly activities
Kick-off with Banned Books Week Sept 18-24,
2022
Engage on the Issues
What activities are members excited about?
Blue sky brainstorming on club activities and events
Plan for the Next Meeting
Date/time/location
Drafting Club Mission Statement
Planning and activities for Banned Book Week
Thank everyone for coming!
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FREE SPEECH ACTIVISM
CALENDAR
FIRST SEMESTER
Banned Books Week: late September/early October
First launched in 1982 as a response to the dramatic
increase in book challenges in schools, libraries, and
bookstores, Banned Books Week celebrates the freedom
to read. Sponsored by several organizations and
endorsed by the Center for the Book in the Library for
Congress, Banned Books Week promotes the importance
of the right to have free and open access to information
and the freedom to seek and share ideas. It advocates
for our right to Free Expression.
https://bannedbooksweek.org/
National Day on Writing: October 20th
Established by the National Council of English Teachers,
October 20th is designated as the National Day on
Writing. It is a day meant to celebrate writing - in all of it’s
forms and for the variety of places, reasons, and ways we
write on a daily basis.
https://ncte.org/national-day-writing/
SECOND SEMESTER
Student Press Freedom Day: February
Student journalists are often met with overt and covert
censorship - a violation of their First Amendment rights,
when reporting and publishing truthfully about issues
that matter most to their schools and communities.
Student Press Freedom Day, created by the Student
Press Law Center, is a day of celebration, awareness, and
action for student journalists in the United States. It is a
platform for students to advocate for the right to use
their voices to report and publish freely.
https://studentpressfreedom.org/
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