
Reading Center 

 
Take a look at one to two of the books (or book pamphlets) at the 

table. Read the title, book summary, any other relevant information 

that could help you get a clue as to what the story may be about.   
 

Then, pick one book to focus on in particular.  

 

Questions:  

a. (If the information is available) Why was it challenged?  

b. Based on what you know about the book, do you think it should be 

available in a school or classroom library for students in your grade? 

Why or why not? 

c. Do you think some students may like the book or find it useful? Why or 

why not? 



 Video Center 

 
Go to: https://bit.ly/BraveStudents  

Watch the video to see how students in Pennsylvania fought 

against their district’s book ban and won. 

 

Questions: 

1. What did the students do to protest the book bans? 

2. Why do you think these students were successful in getting these 

books back on the shelf? 

3.  At the end of the video, one of the students, Olivia, says, “It doesn’t 

matter if you’re young, your voice has impact.” Do you agree or 

disagree? Why? 

 

https://bit.ly/BraveStudents


Paired Text Center 

 
Read the following two articles. Pay close attention to the main idea of 

each article and think about what these articles might have in common.  

 

Article 1: 

`"Major Improvement" in Number of Books Written by Authors of Color  

 

Article 2:  

How Banning Books Marginalizes Children 

 

Questions: 

1. What is the main idea of each article? 

2. What might these two articles tell us about why there is an increase in book 

bans? 

https://prod-newsela-media.s3.amazonaws.com/pdfs/diversity-kids-books-50625-article_only.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=ASIA3CDIVHIBEHBZYOVP&Signature=8%2FVb7MFktiwuYNaoU%2BGAtbdRKrs%3D&x-amz-security-token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEAwaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJHMEUCIQDb89awxPAzpswqwDQWdRnd3DJO3J1VU2JZqpI5tVCXigIgDaUIr8AHwqXmmlSJTXZYQTwkA3Y%2FhaFHc8fOQrDeKoIq7wMIRBACGgw3NjA0Mjg3MDYzMDYiDJcZrMP23x93bzTbzyrMA%2F2tXgdvrTvlwwBWj6R5O70EzIsKs7%2FRo%2F8j1jr7sflZfgpaxZSPy5OVqE%2B5BF0xUmHqfXFU0BBzxpIUSBwI4SYWgFj9tzJXcg3WhJhQ2thNj4ToZ2mnKl3EjI3kKPYmEnpwgf9yYhwZ7vY8NxoAtQ%2Fsc%2BgeTmSGjoQb1o5ep%2BWgCC5UHZu73KjRf7Quta%2BJhGxWVVshGNsaOPznlW0MNSAZmh7j2AjmTXQqiJDgbnqdTP2jklucNYamo9bAxTTiW%2BKz2eBv63nAcK2PWf3eVkwwCxZl8KVDguXT17AU5bt%2Bg%2Fq7BTuSDedgJBhb1RiZwagPyj2No2XVU5XYnQCgYAcP%2F3XOIjod7JZtebUsczozk5tAHyxgsLARiWIhiPcaQjn1OF%2FMEjldFIpX85czs9cBmu8605uBOhnrnymrvdTVXJ4AEcXPZrjgVh053QJ7E5q7SDcTZ3dYlS7WO3%2Fs7uXevVLPm9NYbNujg1D7Vqegoo0XpbPH9EgKc1d18IbabJ0rnvscgh5UUsmjsOLZNAL4Tki7pIkh0yV8pk0lbpVg%2B57qLk%2Biho0ZlRH9s%2FaLKoKTw8YL8SjmNrg2X1UHBUnIUe7l13c20Z5uoBEw6IiwlgY6pQHiIulN7eESyckrFEpd%2F7U0bKisCixQ7ng8QaGzzywhg2VLmhnrB2qJ9pS38uBsQtyeP3DFdwwroT7C7jY%2BXKh5PUohq38Q8envRlatU6hJtSUDDUd5MbjsKiQmjSWVDRvV0aL%2FedmEokrWGOrkzhCPUBaQtWM4LOt%2BGFXnMD%2FpprMObGw8dl6vv%2BLi7i6uO9qB%2FdIbQiRBWpLSQxegE2jf%2FeA3260%3D&Expires=1657554403
https://www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2016/10/how-banned-books-marginalize-children/502424/


Database Center 
 

Go to: https://ncac.org/youth-censorship-database  
 

This map displays student censorship incidents including book challenges in schools 

and libraries, as well as censorship of student art, journalism, and other types of 

student expression in schools.  
 

Directions: Using the filters located above the map, click on type and select  

book challenge.  

Then, find your state and click search. How many instances of censorship do you 

see? Below the map, a list of book challenges in your state will come up. Click 

around and answer the following questions: 

1. How many book challenges are listed in your state? Does this amount surprise 

you? Why or why not? 

2. What are some of the reasons these books were challenged in your state? 

3. Looking at the map as a whole, which states seem to have the most book 

challenges? Why might that be? 

https://ncac.org/youth-censorship-database


Podcast Center 

 

Go to: https://bit.ly/BannedBooksPodcast  

Next, start the podcast at 1:30 and click play. Listen until 10:35.  
 

 

Questions: 

1. The podcast starts by mentioning book burnings in the past. What were some of the 

reasons books were burned in the past? 

2. What is the difference between a book challenge and a book ban? 

3. What percentage of book bans go unnoticed by the media? 

4. What do you think the speaker means at the end of the podcast when she says, “As 

long as free speech remains, so will challenges to it”? 

 

 

 

 

 

https://bit.ly/BannedBooksPodcast


Statistics Center 

 

Browse through the statistical information and answer the 

following questions in your notebook: 

 
1.  Write down the statistic you found most surprising? Why did this 

surprise you? 

2. Which statistic was least surprising? Why? 

3.  Who is most likely to initiate a book ban?  

4.  Who (students, teachers, school administrators, librarians, parents, 

ect.) might find this information interesting/insightful? Why? 
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